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JONAH, © 3. v. 7. 8. 
Let wither Man nor Beaſt, Herd nor Fleck 


; Jaffe any Thing, let them not fad nor 122 
Water. fe 


But let Man and Beh be LEY with Sack. 
eclbtb, and cry mightily unto God; yea, tet 
them turn every one 1708 his evil Way. 


vidence in the government of the Univerſe, 

and Direction of natural. Cauſes, towards the 
Encouragement of good, and the Puniſhment of evil 
Doers, are Truths Which none but the Impious and 
Prophane have ever dared to call in Queſtion. The 
Powers and Qualities of all created Beings are render'd 
ſubſervient to the Defign and Purpoſe of him who 
made them, and become the Inftrument of his Favour 
or Diſpleaſure towards the Sons of Men. 


In the common and ordinary Courſe of Things, we 
do not indeed fo viſibly diſcern this great and univerſal 
Spring which actuates every Motion: In the Conduct 
and Fate of Individuals therefore, the Interpoſition of 
the be doth too frequently _ our Notice 

A 2 


I HE TT ſuperintendency of Divine Pro- 


and 


T4 T7 


and Obſervation ; but when his Hand is ſtretch'd out 
_ over the Nations of the Earth, when Millions feel his 
Wrath, and Kingdoms bow down before him; when 
His ſignal Judgments affright, and his Terrors diſmay 
us; when the Angel of Deſtruction is commiſſion'd 
by him to puniſh offending Multitudes, and call Sin- 
ners to Repentance; when. Sword, Peſtilence and 
Famine, Snow and Hail, Storm and Tempeſt fulfill! 
his Word, then doth Mankind awaken from its Le- 
thargy of Sin and Ignorance, and diſcover the imme- 
diate Agency and Interpoſition of the Divine Being; 
then is the Sentence of an angry God legible to every 

Eye, written as it were in Characters of Fi ire, ang 


pointing out the Finger of the Almighty. 


Ir we turn over the inſtructive Pages of Holy Writ, 
we ſhall find this perpetual governing Providence ex- 
plain'd by inconteſtible Evidence, and illuſtrated by 
the moſt ſignal Examples. 


Ap amongſt them all, there is not 3 4 ane, 
wherein the Power, the Juſtice, and the Goodneſs. of 
God are more immediately viſible than in that which 
is recorded in the third Chapter of the Book of the 
Prophet Jonah. 


Tune City of Nineveh, ſays he Prophet, was an ex- 
ceeding great City, probably as eminently ſuperior to 
Others in the Wickedneſs, as in the Number of it's In- 
habitants; a profligate and abandon'd Race of Men, who 
went on from Folly to Folly, and from Sin to Sin, till 
they had exhauſted the Patience and Long-ſuffering of 
an offended God, and fill'd up the Meaſure of their 
Iniquity ; till at length, the Lord ſent unto them his 
faithful 5 the Meſſenger of ſad and 3 Ti- 

— 


fol 


dings, to Nenne unte them their immediate De- 
| ſtruQion ; and Fonab" cried and ſaid, y__ Cork Days, 
"a Nineveh Jpall be overthrown. 3 "ip ne e 
A Sentence fo Areadfai, and 10 pede was | 
received, we-may imagine, witch an equal Degree of 
Terror and Aſtoniſhment; they beheld themſelves in 
a Moment on the Brink of, 3 the Sale was 
certain, the F ate Was unayoidable. nn 


. * N N 
* 22 T * #48 
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Tur Truth of what was foretold, Would adinit . 
no Doubt or Diſputation; the Authority of the Perſon 
who deliver d the Prophecy, the Preciſeheſs of the 
Time affix d for it's Accomplichment, the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of their own Guilt, all conſpited to perſuade them 
that their Deſtruction was nigh at Hand; their Fears 

were alarm'd,” their Souls awaken'd, their Heärts | 7 
melted by the approaching Danger; what therefore 8 1 
could be done on fo ſolemn, ſo melancholy an Occa- | 
ſion ? Omnipotence was not to be reſiſted, nor Omniſ- 
cience to be deceived, they could only humble them- 

- ſelves before the Lord, implore Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs, and throw theirs on his Mercy.” "Who can 
tell, ſaid they, if God will turn and repent, and turn 
away from his fierce Anger, that we periſh not? So the. 
Pezple of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a Faft, 


and put on Sackeloth, 19 5 the greateft US them even 70 - 
L. He te, aſt. | _ 


Tun See of this diſtreſſed Nation, f is deſcribed | 
to us by the Prophet as exactly reſembling our own; ſo- | 
licitous for the Welfare, feeling for the Calamitics” | 
anxious for the Reformation of his afflicted People; he 
recommends to them in the moſt preſfing Manner the 
ſtrict and religious Obſervance of the Faſt, and enforces | 

it by his own Royal Example, fs il 
Hz | 


C6 7 


H aroſe from ”= Throne, and laid his Robe from, 
bim, "and covered bim with Sackeloth, and fat . in Aßbes, 
and he cauſed it to be proclaimed and publiſbed through: 
Nineveh, 0 the Decrer of the King ane heed e 

in Yb | | 

ba . T notch Man ner Beoft, Herd nor Flock rafte 

Thing ; let them not feed; nor drink Mater. 

Bur let Man and Braſt be covered with Sackeloth, 

and cry mightily unto NONE n Yet mee turn 1 one 


from his evil Way. | 


No ſooner was this POR Bestes Shoei; bas 
it was univerſally complied with ; they faſted, ' prayed; 
and repented; they lamented their Sins, wept for their 
Tniquitics, and turned unto the Lord their God. 


An nous let us carefully obſerve the 8 
of theit Conduct and Behaviour; the Effect was proſ- 
perous, far beyond all ne bai . e _ 
could promiſe them. 


| ""Gop,. whoſe Mercy i is over all his Warks, and 2 
hateth nothing that he has made, took Compaſſion, on 
them; he beheld their ſorrow and Contrition, and 
would.not that it ſhould paſs unobſei ved or unrewarded ; 
he ſaw their Works, ſays the Prophet, that they turned 
from their evil May, and God repented of the Evil that 
he had Jaid that be would do. unto them, and he did 1 


nor. 


3 an 1 8 gracious S ens 
unſpeakable Mercy, cannot but affect our Minds with 
the ſtrongeſt Senſe of Gratitude, and afford Matter of 
Comfort and Conſolation to 2 Laue and afflicted 
co 


7 
* 
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Ir 36 indeed) an = which if duly attended 
to 1 by us on this; ſolemn Occaſion, may: be an uſeful 
Monitor, and ſerve in this Hour of Peril, to direct 


our Ways, and to guide our F ootſteps acight. 


Le us begeben Sully oben and reſlect on the Ex- | 
ite before us, and as we but too nearly reſemble the 
People of Nzneveh in the Multitude: of our Sins, let us 
endeavour to imitate them in our Repentance alſo; and 
to this End let us lay before ourſelves the Means which 
they purſued, and the Methods which they ques uſe 
of to bring on'this ſalutary Effect. Nane 


Anp firſt then, it appears by. 5 Hiſtory of the 
Ninevites, as recorded in holy Writ, that the Duty of 
Faſting was always highly acceptable unto God, and 
that therefore f it Soup? moſt Fe continue to 
IS: A 


FASTING is a Daw indeed which though i it had not 
the Sanction of the Almighty to recommend, or his 
Authority to enforce it, would by the common Rules 
off Prudence and Difctetion Tay Claim to our frequent 
Practice and Obſervation of is. Even when ſhe is not 
employ'd in the ſolemn Offices of Religion, to aſſiſt 

Repentance and raiſe Devotion, ſhe may ſtill be conſi- 
dered as the Hand- maid of Temperance, the Compa- 
nion of Health, and the Counſellor of Virtue. | 


Tur moſt poignant of human Pleaſures will cloy. 
without ſome. Pauſe, and ſatiate without ſome inter- 
miſſion ; Abſtinence therefore is neceflary to enhance 
the Value of every ne ag _=_ a aus to ROY 


Enjoyment. _ ; 


Bur if this Virtue i is uſcfal i in MD common 1 of 


our Affairs, it becometh an Act ſtill more ſolemn and | 
| important 


baiting Ihen it is inade uſs of toavertihe > greg 
| of God, and turn aſide his Indignation from us I? 


We hav ſeen che great and glorious Effet which it „ 
produced i in the Caſe of Nineveb; to the ſame End, 
and for the ſame Purpoles was it appointed on this 
Day; and may the God of Patience and long- ſuffering 
aſſiſt us with the ſame Portion of his divine Favour, and 
reward us alſo in like Manner For our Odlervanch of i it, 


F 

2 Laer us =o ih my, Brethren, not tale any Ting. kei- - 
ther feed, nor drink Mater; but let us, th. the 

ple of Nineveb, cover "ourſelves with Sackcloth, and turn 
every one rom his evil May. 3 


Tux Pulpit is not, ought not, 3 to be the 
Seat of Politics, or the Field for national and public 
Affairs; ; but here Occaſion warrants, and N eceflity! de- 
mands it of us. 


Wr are call'd upon 1 thi Day 5 f the 93 — of Se 
Authority to cry aloud, and forbidden to ſpare.; to echo 
the Voice of our Rulers and lament: the Crimes and 
Calamities of our Country ; to ſay, that from a brave, 
a virtuous, and a ſucceſsful, we are now grown a ſinful, 
weak, and unhappy People. Me are become, as the 
Pfalmiſt ſays, an open Shame to our Enemies; the very 
Scern and Derifion of all thoſe that are round about us... 
Is it not, my Brethren, a melancholy Conſideration, to 
ſee a Land of Plenty like this, reduced to a State of 
Penury and Famine; a Land of Honour and Virtue,” 
changed into a Land of F olly and Corruption; a Land 
of Freemen, | into a Land of Slaves; a Land 5 Chriſ— 
tians, into a Land of Pagans, Deiſts, and F reethinkers? 


Turkr was a Time when private Virtue ſupported 

perblic W 8 88 and Proſperityʒ ; When the Peace and 

dafet 
F 


[ 0 9 ] 


 +bafety of Society was enſured by the Prudence and Pie- 


ty of every Individual: There were once ſuch thinge 


as Patriotiſm, Sincerity, and Integrity amongſt us. 


Out Anceſtors ſacrificed evety thing to the Love of our 
- Country, whilſt we ſactiſice the Dove of out Country 
to every thing elſe. Faſhion, in ſhort, hathideluded, 
Luxuty bath enervated, Pleaſure hath enchanted us. 


Tur flow, and ſecret Poiſon of Corruption hath inf 

.nvated itſelf into every Vein; inffuſed a Liſtleſneſs ang 
languor over the whole Frame; undermined and prey d 
upon the Conſtitution. We · remain ſupine and inac- 
tive; and even whilſt Miſery is pouring in upon us, 
ſeem utterly inſenſible of it. We lull our Senſes to 
Oblivion in the Arms of Indolence, and at the, ſame 


Time fondly imagine ourſelves repoſing on the Boſom 
of Security. | | WL SUBUSLILDDE 


Tr, my Brethren, is not Declamation, but Fact; 


it is not the malignant Suggeſtion of 8 and Sa- 
y an 


tire, but the ſerious melancholy Reflection o 

Is the Nine vites had not been great and miſerable Sin- 
ners, the ſolemn Denunciation of the Prophet 
would not have fallen upon them; andi if we alſo had 
not offended the Lord of Heaven and Eatth, he would 
not have ſent down his heavy Judgments upon us. To 
bring this Matter home then to our owh Breaſts and the 
preſent ſolemn, Occaſion ; the Angel of Deſtrudtion is 
gone forth, the Sword of War is unſheathed, and the 


.. 
o 


er a IF Ss 
Experi- 
75 ls % + # 


| Arrows of the Fuze ate ſharpened 1 us. A 
| greatand powerful. 


Enemy threatens us from abroad ; 
our own Sins and Wickednels oppreſs and weigh us 
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Lr me then aſk you a few ſerious and important 
Queſtions ; is this a Time to ſpread the Table of Lux- 
-ury, or to wanton in the Gardens of Pleaſure? Is it a 
Time to revel in the Feaſt of Senſuality, whilſt thou- 
ſands ate ſtarving around us? or to ſound the Inſtru- 
ments of Joy and Feſtivity amidſt the Groans of War, 
and the Shrieks of public Calamity ? Shall the Mourner 
or his Country, and ſuch we ought all to be, put on 


"His gorgeous apparel, and appear at the Funeral of his 


Fellow: Citizens in the Wedding Garment? ls there yet 
amongſt us a Head fo void of Underſtanding, as not to 
perceive our wretched Situation? Is there a Heart fo 
callous and inſenſible as not to feel for and ſympathize 
with our bleeding Country ? Shall we' then pollute oyr 
laſt Moments with Sin, and expire in the Arms of Riot 


and Debauchery ? 


REMEMBER the People of Nineveb; they were grie- 
vous Sinners like ourſelves, but they faſted, repented, 
and were forgiven : As we have been guilty of their 
Sins, we have reaſon to fear the Judgment denounced 
againſt them ; but if we imitate their Example in our 
Reformation, we may ſtil] hope for their Pardon, and 


look for their Reward. | | 


Lr us then conſider this Day's Solemnity, as the 


Foundation on which we are to build the Structure of 


our future happineſs ; as the Time appointed to ſow the 
Seeds of our Repentance, which with due Care and 
Culture may take Root, and ſhoot forth hereafter into a 
rich and plenteous Harveſt : Let us conſider this Day's 
Abſtinence as only an Emblem or Type of that total, 
that far more neceſſary Abſtinence from Sin and Wick- 
edneſs which we all purpoſe henceforth religiouſly to 
obſerve, Let us keep the Faſt, not with the Leaven of 
ns : Malice 


T's 


Malice tad Sin, but with the unkeavened Bread of Since: 


rity and Truth. 


 —LxT me addreſs you click as muse. see 


Fellow- Citizens, and Fellow-Subjects: By the decay 
of public Virtue one Link of the great Chain of Per- 
fection is loſt, which hath. looſen'd the whole; let 
us ſtrive to reſtore and reunite it. It may be ſaid in- 
deed, and perhaps with ſome truth, that we ſtill keep 
| We Appearance of Religion and Virtue; that the 
es of public Worſhip are ſtill not only open, but 
fguatlthy (and the Congregation now before me is a 


Confirmation of it) reſorted to, and even crouded ; -but 
let us not therefore,. becauſe we can deceive others," de- 


ceive ourſelves alſo: It is not merely the aſſembling 
ourſelves together in the Houſe of the Lord, Faſting, 
or appearing unto Men to faſt, which will recommend 
us to his divine Favour ; unleſs we obſerve his Laws, 
and obey his Commandments. For if the Moment we 
return to our own Homes, we return alſo to all the Vices 
and all the Follies that we left behind us, what is our 
ſhort Attendance on the Almighty but a ſolemn Mock- 


ery of his Power, ang. an a Diſtruſt of his Omni- 


ſcience? eh 5 


WIE have al 1 e to the Cate of our Sowa 
3 ſhould: we not then contribute to her Repentance 
420 Reformation alſo ? National Iniquity muſt bring on 


| national Ruin, and in that Ruin muſt we all be involved, 


if we are not cateful to prevent it. If then we would 
ſave, let us help ourſelves; let us remember that the 
worſt of "Fees, when they are Foes,” are thoſe of our 
own Honſhold The Traitor within muſt conſpire 
with the Enemy without, before we can be entirely loſt. 
England, Whenever the falls, muſt fall by her own 


Hand; and to the Guilt of Murther muſt add the Crime 


of Suicide alſo. 
B 2 | Tus 


j 


E 


ur Big” . and uf paralleld Seger 
our noble Friend and Ally, is a te and 4 ſtliking 
Inſtance to convince us how much the, Virtue, the Con- 
quct, the Example of one Man may influence) the Ac- 
tions and rule the Fate of, thouſands; His Arms were 
erown d with Conqueſt, and we, it is to be hoped, ſfrall 
in ſome Meaſure reap: the Fruits of it. But ſhould it not 
chaſtiſe our Joy, and leſſen our Ex ultation to reflect that 
this Nation ſhould thus borrow that Fame, , which, ſhe 
uſed to beſtow ; and ſtand. indebted to foreign Courage 
— ſhe had a Right to expect from domeſtic, Vir 
Is Britain at laſt ſo poor in Valour as to depend 
cor another's Arms for her Safety; another's. Bravery 
for her Defence ; another's Victory for her Triumphs? 


Lr us for Shame, my Fellow countrymen, nt 
Mauch ſee, and think, and act for ourſelves. If we 
have. that Reverence | for our Country, and that 
Regard for our Sovereign which we all profeſs, 
let Religion be our Patriotiſm ; if we are. ambiri- 
ous to be thought good Subjects, let us ER 
to be good Chriſtians ; let us ſhiew our Loyalty by ou 
Lives, and our Obedience by our Virtue. Let eve 
Man be perſuaded, that the Welfare, the Safety, and 
the Preſervation of theſe Kingdoms depends on his 
own Conduct and Behaviour: We cannot all of us take 
the Field and bear the Sword in the Service of our 
King, but we may all gird on us the Sword of Truth, 
and deſend him with the Buckler of Righteouſneſs; 
Virtue would add-freſh Strength to every Arm, and 
Sharpneſs to every Sword; Innocence. would give us 
Courage, Integrity would make us brave; and if the 
Enemy could once find us uncorrupted, they would 
ſoon prove us to be unconquerable. As by 40 Fol- 
lies and our Crimes we have brought on Danger and 

Difficulty, 


8 J 


Er In may a e et Uu bg Goodheft and 
Reformation; and inflite Sucels'ah@ N 
by ' Petijtence © gn! 'Picty at Hbme: 0 


1:30 „in ein: 390] $1 31g 
ür fürper; every Man ha& ſbnie Fgends — lg 
and eſteem him ; ſome whb:are: guided bye his Exam. 5 
ple, and Rd by bis Direction; every one has ſome 
Power, and ſome Influenoe over others; let that Po. . 
er be exerted, let that Influence be diffuſed; that ſo 
the: generous Flame may catch from Breaſt. to Breaſt, 
| ſpread \itſelfithroughlevery: Limb, and een 

whole reformed, pardoned; happy: Nation, - 0 


Bur laſtly, let. us remember what that bat 
which the Locd“ hath choſen, not only 2 looſe. the, 
Bands of Wickedneſs, but to looſe the heavy Burthens, 
and let the 0 go free; to deal our e 10 the 
hungry, an [reliever ire offiicted San. 501 


A LITTLE, a very little will ſuffice to o Küsfy Na- 
ture; if it were not ſo, how. few in theſe cruel Days 
would be able to ſurvive! What therefore we may 
ſpare from our o] 8 erfluities, let us beſtow; on the 
| Necellity:of others; = we ſaye by faſting, let us 

give in Charity; chus ſhall we, at the ſame Time, 
preſerve ourſelves innocent, and make our Fellow- 
creatures happy, cegſe to do Evil, and learn to do Good. 


Wr all feel the Neceffity of the Times, and all com- 
plain of it. If even the Rich lament it, in the Bo- 
ſom of Affluence, how muſt the Poor and Deſtitute, 
who ſhiver in the cold Regions of Adverſity and | Af- 
fiction ; alas! what is our Want to their Penury, out 
f Difficulty to their Deſpair! The Storm, which we 
only dread at a Diſtance, is even now pouring on their 
Heads, ſhalt we not then afford them a littie Relief, a 
little Shelter from it ? * 

0 


To conclude then, 3 us all RRP and ſpeedily ſet 
75 a general Reformation; from this Day of ſolemn, 

umiliation let us count our Righteouſneſs ; from this 
auſpicious Era let us date our Virtue; let it be re- 
corded in the Annals of our Nation, that this Year 
open d the Eyes of an offending People, and reconciled 
them to their God; ſaved them from his juſt Judg- 


ment, e dended them to his Pardon, and reſtored 
them to his divine Favour and Protection; that he 


took them once more under the Shadow of his Wings, 
ſaved his repenting Nation, fed them, and ſet them 
up for ever; a them from Trouble, and com- 


paſſed them about with Songs of Deliverance : that 


the Lord gave Strength unto his People, and 2 bis 
People the Bleſſing of Peace. 


' PERMIT me to hope then, my Brethren, hat you 
will heartily and ſincerely join with me in this n 


fary and humble Supplication; 
A Lmight and ever-living God, thou great and in- 


exhauſlible Fountain of God and appineſs . 
whoſe Hand are all the Corners of the Earth ; on whoſe 
Aid we muſt depend for our Support, on whoſe Bounty 
we muſt rely for Succour, and to whoſe Mercy we muſt 


ſue for Pard, on ; accept the Prayers of thy penitent Peo- 


ple; behold, O ! Lord, we acknowledge our. Faults; our 
Tranſgreſfions are multiplied before thee, and our Sins 
teſtify againſt us; but thy Hand, Ol Lord, is not ſhortened. 


that it cannot ſave, net ther thine Ear heavy that it can- 


not bear; hear then, O] Lord, and ſave; let this 


Day's Humiliation be accepted as an Earneſt of our future 
Repentance, and this Day's Acknowledgment gf our Sins 


plead with thee for Pardon of our paſt Iniquities: Turn 


away thy Wrath, and be not angry with us for ever, 
| Return 


„ 4648 
Return, we beſeech thee, O] God of Hoſts, look down 


from Heaven and behold, what only thou canſt behold, 
the Hear t of the repentant Sinner : Spare us, thou God 


Ged of Victory; ſuffer not our Follies to fink, or our 
Iniquities to overwhelm us; go forth, we beſeech thee, 
in this Hour of Peril, with our Fleets and Armies; 
 fPrengthen the Hands of our gracious Sovereign; preſide 
over his Councils, and direct his Ways ; ſheath, O ! Lord, 
the Sword of Battle that is drawn forth againſt us ; take 
off from this affiifted Nation the bloody Garment of War, 
and put upon us the Robe of Peace; that by the Provi- 
dence of thy Goodneſs, every Evil diſperſed, and every 
Enemy ſubdued, we, thy repentant Servants, being hurt 
by no Perſecutions, may ſerve and pleaſe thee in Newneſs 
of Life, praiſing and giving Thanks unto thee in thy 
holy Church, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
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